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WORLD MOURNS ROOSEVELT'S DEATH

New President Confirms Victory Pledge |

Three I\E;e Ninth
Armored Divisions

Reach Elbe Rive

BY BOYD D. LEWIS ;

Paris, April 13.—(UP)—American paratroop-
ers and armored task forces were reported unoffi-
cially only 16 miles from Berlin today and field dis-
patches said three more Ninth Army Divisions had
reached the Elbe river on a 75-mile front arcing
within 45 miles of the doomed capital.

Stiff fighting continued in the Elbe fortress of
Magdeburg, but the supporting divisions moving up
to join the battle of Berlin advanced 37 to 60 miles
iEr}llbleSS than 24 hours in their breakthrough to the

e. ;

Unconfirmed reports said American parachut-
ists had landed barely 16 miles from the city gates
ana linked up with the Second Armored Division in
that area.

Strong infantry forces already were ramming
across the Elbe in the wake of the armored leaders to
exploit the breakthrough effected 24 hours near
Magdeburg, 60 miles southwest of the capital.

. At the same time, three more Ninth Army Division—
the Fifth Armored, 83rd Infantry and an unidentified
armor u unit—reached the Elbe at several points extending
from Barby, 10 miles southeast.of Magdeburg, to Witten-
berg, 56 airline miles to the north.

All three -divisions were massing for a crossing of the
Elbe, if they had not already done so, with the unidentified
armored division closest to Berlin at Tangermuende, 45
miles from the capital. :

! Berlin spokesmen said retreating German troops’ had
blown up the Tangermuende bridge and another at
Wittenberge, _

To the south, two other American armies—the First

and the Third—smashed nearly two-thirds of the way

.across Germany to within heavy artillery range of Leipzig,

transportation bottleneck through whieh Nazi troops were
rishing south for Adolf Hitler’s Alpine redoubt.

First Army tanks were 16 miles or less southwest of
Leipzig. Third Army forces were 17 miles from Leipzig
and 70 miles from Dresden. '

Death Fight
Marshal Sir Bernard L. Mont-

Reds Set For
Berlin Drive

gomery, commander of the Briti:h
By ROBERT MUSEL

21st Army group, .told his troops
that the Nazis were engaged in do-

back for a fight to the death i
the Bavarian and Austrian Alps.

“The German military machine,
which is in the hands of the Nazis,
will never surrender,” he said, “They
will go on fighting to the last
and will bring Germany down with
them.” .

But even as he spoke, the Ameri-
can Ninth Army's “Hell on wheels"
Second Armored Division was roll-
ing across the Berlin Plain with
tne Elbe river, the capifal’s last
iormida.ble water barrier, far behind
t.

A security blackout was thrown
over the second armored divisiop
following its crossing of the Eloe
yesterday, but the American broad-
casting station in Europe sald the
Americans were only 49 miles from
Berlin.

An even more spectacular report
was brodacast by the Paris radic
and credited to another station
which it identified as “Voice of
Amerjca,” This version sald Alhed
paatroops had landed near Bran-
denburg at a point only 16 miles
west of Berlin and linked up with
the Second Division.

The report was partly borne out
by U. 8. Secretary of War Henry L.
Stimson’s announcement in Wash~-
ington that Americans at some
points were withni 75 miles {from a
junction with the Red Army. Bran-
denburg lies 75 miles southwest of
Russian troops in the big bend of
I,_he Oder river northeast of Ber-
4. .

Latest front dispatches from the
Ninth Army front did not mention
any oppositoin on the approaches
to Berlin and the ease with which
its tanks forced the Elbe river some
60 miles away indicated the Nazi
capital might fall after only a
token defense.

Ninety German divisions, prob-
ably the last sizeable operational
force left in central Germany,
were arrayed along the Oder river
emst of Berlin, but the Nazis com-
mand obviously hesitated to turn
them west for fear of unleashing
& mighty Russian tide.

The next 24 or 48 hours shouid
prove declsive, An American break-
through to Berlin probably would
be followed quickly by e Jjunction
with the Red Army that woud

in two and ‘clinch|

(United Press Staff Correspondent)

London, April 13 (U.P.)
Pighting mounted in intensity on
the eastern approaches to Berlin to-
day and it appeared that the zero
hour for the Red Army's march on
the capital was close at hand.

Radio Moscow sald Soviet troops
were waging *“flerce battles” from
their bridgeheads across the Oder
river 30-odd miles east of Berlin,
but gave no details. Cossack cav-
alry moved up to the Berlin front
earlier. this week, Soviet fleld dis-
patches said.

Commentators: on' Berlin radio
sald vast Soviet troop movements
were under way all the way from
Stettin Bay north of the capital
to the confluence of the Oder and
the Neisse in the south, a front of
at least 110 miles.

(Continued on Page 4)
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NAZIS GLOAT
OPENLY OVER
FDR'S DEATH

BY W. R. HIGGINBOTHAM

London, April 13. — (UP)
—The Nazis burst the last

bounds of decency today and
continued a villification of
President Roosevelt — even
in death.

German propagandists
gloated opendly over the
President’s death. They
poured out an abusive tirade
that shocked the rest of the

world, perhaps even Japan.

While the Japanese joined with
the Germans in accusing Mr. Roose-
velt of causing the present war,
Tokyo conceded at least the presi-
dent was a “great man.”

But Berlin's commentators heaped
abuse upon the president’s memory.

One commentator, in a speech
which apparently was written by
Propaganda Minister Joseph Goeb-
.bels, said that the miracle which
had saved Adolf Hitler had killed
the “inventor of this war.”

The commentator was Wilfred
Vonofen, one of Berlin’s best. But
expert listepers sald his remarks
did not follow his usual tone and
that they were termed much after
the way Goebbels writes.

The broadcast was unusual in
that Vonofen spoke in the first per-
son. It broke all rules and it ap-
peared obvious that Goebbels was
directing the “hate” program
against Roosevelt’s name, i

(Continued on Page 4)

Conference
Will Go On
As Planned

: By R. H, SHACKFORD
(United Press Staff Correspondent)

Washington, April 13—(UP)—The
United Natlons will meet in San
Francisco as scheduled on April 25,
determined now to creale as a
momorial to Franklin D. Roosevelt
a world organization capable of
keeping the peace.

Mr. Roosevelt was one of the
major architects of the new peace
structure.

His great collaborators—Premier
Josef Stalin and Prime Minister
Winston Churechill — described him
on his death as the world leader
in the cause of ensuring security
for the Yhole world.

To Stalin he was “a great politi-
cian of world significance and a
pioneer in the organization of peace
and security after the war.”

To Churchill, whose friendship
with Mr. Roosevelt began at the
Atlantic charter meeting in the
summer of 1941, he was “the world
leader in the cause of freedom.”

Mr. Roosevelt, who had done so
much to prepare the United States
this time to take its proper place
in the new organization and to
avold the mistakes of 1920, had
planned to address the.opening ses-

(Continued oh Page 9)
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Nation’s Voice Stilled

R

ROOSEVELT

BY MERRIMAN SMITH

Wwarm Springs, Ga., April 13.—
(UP)—The body of Franklin D.
Roosevelt was borne from the

“Little White House” of Georgia
today to the roll of muffled drums,
starting the long, last journey to
Washington.

The hot southern sun shone in a
blue sky as the funeral cortege left
the green hills the President loved
so well, The procession slowly
moved down the winding mile-long
road to Warm Springs station.

In the distance ‘a church bell
pealed from a country steeple,

The cortege left the “Little White
House” at 10:30 a. m. Along the road
stood hundreds of residents of the
President’s “other home.” They
bared their heads and stood in
silence as the cortege passed.

First came the U. S. Army band
from Ft. Benning, Ga. The roll of
its muffled drums carried softly
over the countryside in the stiil,
warm air.

Behind the band marched 1,000
infantrymen, led by three com-
panies of carblne-carrying troops,
followed by riflemen, Their colors
flew black streamers to signify the
mourning of the nation.

Then came the hearse bearing
the President's body 'in a copper-
lined, flag-draped mahogany casket.
As the troops reached the little
station across the tracks from the
Warm Springs hotel and the little
row of Warm ,Springs stores and
business buildings, they deployed
into ecompany front and presented
their arms at the salute.

Behind the hearse and at each
flank was the honor guard of high
naval officers, afoot, Next came
Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, dresesd
in black, with a fur cape. She
sat stiffly upright, outwardly com-
posed as she had been throughout.
With Mrs. Roosevelt rode Fa'a
He sat quietly at Mrs. Roostvelts

(Continued on Page 4)

Americans Battle
Inland On Bohol

Manila, April 13—(UP)—Ameri-
can invasion troops battled inland
today on Bohol, the last of the ma-
jor Philippine islands held by the
Japanese.

Elements of the veteran Ameri-
can division landed on the south-
east corner of Bohol, which lies
between Cebu and Leyte islands in
the central Philippines, Wednesday
against light resistance.

Gen, Douglas MacArthur sald his
troops, aided by guerrilla forces.
weré moving rapidly in an attempt
“to secure oo:g.ral of the entire

surprised enemy
his strength.”
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Triumvirate
Passes Away

By PHIL AULT

(United Press Staff Correspondent)

London, April 13 (U.P)
Prime Minister Churchill called the
British cabinet into special session
today to consider the effect of Pres-
ident Roosevelt's death, which many
diplomats feared might have grave
repercussions on world security
plans. H

Forelgn Secretary Anthony Eden
will attend Mr. Roosevelt's funeral,
it was announced officially.

Churchill and King George led
the British in paying tribute to Mr.
Roosevelt, For the first time in his-
tory the House of Commons ad-
journed in observance of the death
of an American president.

Commons met for eight minutes,
heard Churchill speak briefly but
feelingly of the “immortal renown”
of his good friend, and adjourned.
When it reconvenes next Tuesday,
Churchill is expected to offer a tra-
ditional motion expressing syxi-
pathy to the King on the death of
“his cousin’’ — the time-honored
designation of the head of a great
friendly state.

Amid mourning for Mr, Roosevelt,
the realization persisted that the
“Big Three” is dead with him.
saddened and bewildered diplomats,
British and Allled, felt that the
pecullar personal type of negotia-
tions brought into full flower by the
Roosevelt-Churchill-Stalin  trium-
virate had passed away at Warm
Springs, never to be revived.

Whitehall and Allied government
offices in London were filled with
wonder at what would happen now.
Some quarters even raised the ques-.
tion whether the TUnited States
would even sit-in world security
councils now that Mr. Roosevelt is
gone.

President Truman is virtually un-
known in Britain, There was a fear

(Continued on Page 9)

15 Jap Ships
Sunk In Far East

Washington, April 13—(UP)—
American submarines have sunk 15
more Japanese vessels in Far East-
ern waters, including two small
;ramhlpa, the Navy announced to-

ay.

The warships were an escort ves-
sel and a converted gunboat. Other
ships sunk were two  destroyer

two tankers, a naval

Ceatral Ave,

CITY STUNNED
BY TRAGEDY OF
FDR'S DEMISE

There was the factual cer-
tainty of the President’s
death in Waterbury today
brought by the press, the
radio and word of mouth, but
the significance, the full im-
port, the condition was a
thing difficult to grasp by
the city’s residents.

People didn’t discuss it too
much today. That is, they
didn’t try to elaborate upon
it. It was enormous in its
shock and suddenness and
you can’t grasp enormity like
that. You can’t make it in-
to something very intelligible
or coherent—you can’t sum
it up.

It was there though. It could be
felt like a great silence and pall in
the midst of which people fulfilled
their daily jobs and responsibilities
and in- the moment's concentration
on such duties forgot its existence.
Then almost #stinctively they would
turn to a neighbor or a fellow-
worker or a friend met on the street
and the first thing said would be
“It certainly is awful, isn't it?"”

Today the first shock is over, but
last night the faces of the persons
reading the bulletins in the window
of The Democral were the grim,

frightened faces of people who have
suffered the loss of a leader in crit-

Stalin Hails
FDR As Great
Peace Leader

BY HENRY SHAPIRO
United Press Staff Correspondent

Moscow, April 13—(UP)—Marshal
Stalin hailed President Roosevelt in
death today as “a great politician
of world significance and a pioneer
in the organization of peace and
security after the war.”

Russians hearing the first word of
Mr. Roosevelt's death were stunned
and deeply grieved. Their reaction
was believed representative of the
masses, as well as their highest
leaders.

The Russians never forgot the fact
that Mr. Roosevelt was the first
president to recognize the Soviet re-
gime.

Mr. Roosevelt'’s and Stalin’s per-
'sonalities clicked at the Tehran and
valta conferences. They understood
one another perfectly, parted genu-
ine  friends, and kept up extensive
cable correspondence.

Once between sessions at Yalta,
the two with an interpreter alone
sat on a beach facing the Black Sea
waves, chatting about everything
but politics. Few if any foreign dig-
nitaries could have had a similiar
session with Stalin.

Mr. Roosevelt's warmth and simple
manner won the hearts of every
Russian on his personal staff at
valta. His chambermaid, a 60-year-
old peasant woman named Fenya
who works on the third floor of the
hotel Metropole here, said the pres-
ident was “such a dear fine sym-
pathetic man.'"

Fenya wept when she heard of Mr.
moosevelt’s death, as did several
others of the Metropole staff who
served the president. Later he senl
them personal letters of thanks and
commendation.

Stalin’s tribute to Mr. Roosevelt
was expressed in messages he sent
to Mrs. Roosevelt and President
Truman. That to Mrs. Roosevelt
said:

“Please accept my sincere con-
dolence on the occasion of the death
of your husband, and my expres-

——

(Continued on Page 9)

Elliott Roosevelt

Flies From London

London, April 13.—(UP)—Brig.
Gen. Elliott Roosevelt left for.the
United States in an American plane
early today to attend his father's
funeral.

Gen. Roosevelt was visiting friends
in London last night when his Army
chauffeur heard the news of the
President’s death on a British
broadcast.

The chauffeur informed Gen.
Roosevelt, who returned immediate~-
ly to Eighth Air Force headquarters
and prepared to leave for the United
States.

DEMANDS DENIED

Washington, April 13. (UP)—The
War Labor Board today denied de-
mands for a 17-cents-an-hour gen-
eral wage increase, monthly cost-
of-living bonus and a guaranteed
weekly wage for more than 200,000
employes in 81 plants of General
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Month’s Mourning
First Edict Made

By New Executive

By LYLE C. WILSON
(United Press Staff Correspondent)

Washington, April 18.—(UP)—President Harry,
S. Truman took the nation’s helm today, summoning
to the White House the chiefs of war and foreign
policy to pledge his determination to carry forward
President Roosevelt's objectives of speedy victory,
and firm peace.

His first official act was to issue through Secre-
tary of State Edward R. Stettinius, Jr., a proclama-
tion of a month’s mourning for Mr. Roosevelt.

But already he had plunged deep into the monue«
mental task of carrying on the national war effort,
without pause or hesitation, both in the west and in
the east.

To the White House came Stettinius for con-
firmation of Truman’s pledge that the San Francisco
conference shall be held as planned and for affirma-
tion of Truman’s hope that at San Francisco will be
erected the foundation stones of a permanent peace
after the plans long advanced by Mr. Roosevelt.

And to the White House came the top leaders
of the war effort to hear Truman implement the
pledge he gave the nation as he was sworn in last
night to succeed Mr. Roosevelt. The pledge was that
the war would be prosecuted “on both fronts, east
and west, with all the vigor we possess to a success-
ful conclusion.” y

In the nation’s sorrowing capital leaders of all
shades of opinion shouldered up with pledges to

hour of tra%edy.

From the senate Republicans came a pledge of
cooperation “for the winning of the war and a suc-
cessful peace at home and abroad.” To which the
Republican senators added an “expression of our
faith and trust” in the man who until Jan, 20, 1945,
had been their Democratic colleague from Missourie

As Truman entered the White House with a brisk step
at 9 a. m. this morning and sat down at the president’s desk
—still littered with the jumble of knick-knacks and curios
which was Mr. Roosevelt’s joy—the funeral cortege was
forming up in the green Georgia hills at Warm Springs. At
11:13 a. m. EWT, the president’s special train started its
last, long journey northward.

At the White House Truman talked briefly with Stete
tinius who already had called in the representatives of the
Big Four for a noon conference to affirm the pledge that
the San Francisco Conference would go forward as planneds

He arranged for issuance of the proclamation of mourn=
ing—30 days for the government and the nation and a half
day closing'tomorrow in respect to Mr. Roosevelt.

Then, he swung into his war duties. For 55 minutes he
talked with the chiefs of the war effort—Secretary of War
Henry L. Stimson, Secretary of Navy James Forrestal,
Admiral William D. Leahy, Gen. George C. Marshall and
Admiral Ernest J. King, members of the joint chiefs of staff.

They left the conference grim-lipped and silent. But
there was no doubt of what they had told the new president
—that the war in Europe stood at the verge of victorious
conclusion and that the war in the Pacific was moving
smoothly, if more slowly, toward the same end.

It was a mellow day in Washington, soft with the April
sunshine. Outside the White House there was little to indi-
cate that the helm of the nation had changed hands at a
critical moment in the world’s history.

But inside, in the cool oval room where for 12 years, one
month and eight days Franklin D. Roosevelt had guided
American destiny, sat a new president and commander-in-
chief, once a Missouri farm boy and a man of background
and career that could hardly have contrasted more vividly

Japs Lose
118 Planes

BY FRANK TREMAINE

(United Press War Correspondent)

Guam, April 13. — (UP) — The
Japanese were revealed today to
have lost 118 planes in two desper-
ate suicidal attacks against Ameri-
can forces in the Okinawa area
yesterday,
Admiral Chester W. Nimitz dis-
closed that one U. 8. Destroyer was
sunk # the actlon and several
other ships damaged, although the
latter continued in operation.
(A Tokyo broadcast, recorded by
the PCC, admitted the loss of only
two Japanese planes and claimed
that the sulcide forces had swig or
damaged 11 American vessels in the
raids yesterday.
(Tokyo said the attacks were di-
rected against eight separate groups
of U. 8. warships stretched 100 miles
off the eastern coast of Okinawa,
The enemy reports claimed the en-
tire American Naval force hcluded
at least eight aircraft carriers and
seven battleships.)
(A Japanese communique claimed
taht 21 American ships, including
two battleships and three aircrafl
carriers, were sunk or damaged since
Wednesday.

. (Continued on Page &) oo
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with that qf the man whom he succeeds.

The new president gave no oute
ward sign that his sudden responsi=
bilities gave him any pause. He
strode into the White House spring-
ily, like a soldier summoned to &
new command.

His first task was to learn the top
facts of a fast-moving world situa=
tion — a situation moving so rapid-
ly on the European War front that
even the general and high em-
manders hardly could keep abreast
with the lightning pace of ' the
American armored forces.

In the international field his first
task was to quiet reassurance fte
America’s shocked Allies, numbed by
the loss of Mr. Roosevelt and wors
ried about the future.

Already from London where
Prime Minister Churchill summon-
ed his cabinet in emergency session
there had come fears that the pres-
ident’s death was a blow to the S8an
Francisco objectives. Churchill was
sending Foreign Secretary An
Eden to attend the President
funeral. There was no doubt that
more than a gesvlre & Fespect
in the action.

Roosevelt was dead.

stand with Truman and the nation ‘in the sudden‘"-"'“',__
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